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CHAPTER XIV—Continued

it waa through some chicanery, be

knew—some low down trick on the
part of Arapon—tha: his pardner had
heapn imprisonad, A = gwore to have
him om: or know 1 reason why Eb-
thar that or he = co after Aragon
and take {t our of his hide

It was ¢ Hud's simple ecode

#ven to question his pardners inno
cence, but. innocent or gullty, be would
have Rim out {f he had to tear down
the lail

So he slapped his saddlegun inte
ing. reached for his guirt, and
nt dasehing down the canvom At
% torm in the road bhe came suddenly

upon Aragon and the rorl. split &,

way between them, and leaned for-
ward as Copper Bot'om burned up the
trail

was long since the shinr soarrel

bad heen given his head, and he pesd
od neither whip zor epurs—but a mile
or two down the arrovo Bud suddenly

reine m and locked behind Then
De iy abruptly uwp the hill side and
Jumiped him out on A point, looked
aL) and rode slowly back up the

trail

Arngon and the rural were pot in
#ight -the Qqoestion was, were they
folowing? For a short distance he

rode warily not t0 be surprised ip the bhars
h = he found tracks '
turning back, k+ cave head to kis

Ris suspicion

torss and gallops wiftly to camp
The horses cf “he o he sought
atood at the «ds f the mina-dump,
and, throwing b= Lodiervin down be this crazy,
slde them Bud leapd ¢ and ran up
the rut he: pi=d short and
reached for Lis sy shooler, The two
men were ap at the end, down ou thelr
knees, and dlegine ke dogs after a
rabbit
SO eager W ¢y iz thelr search
&0 ronfiden r fancied security,
that ther never looked up from thelr
work. end the tramp of Hooker's boots Dis white face agalust
was drowned by thelr grubbing until | his voles

ke stood above them There he
pansed, his pistol in hand, and waited | Baven't been quite

grimly for devalopments.

“Ha'!" cried Aragon, grabblag at a
piece of quartz that came up. “Aqul lo
tengo'”™ He drew & second plece from

als pocket and placed them together
“1t is the same!™ he sald

Sdll bal!buried In the excavation,
Bhe turned saddenly as s shadow
arossed him, to get the light, and his but, bonest, Bud, [ couldn't help IL
It fust seemed as If my whole being

“Tl trouble you for that rock.” ob- | was wrapped up Ino her, and [ had to
werved Bud, holding out hls hand, and | do it
as the rural jumped, Aragon handed | | came and went—and then [ fized It
over the ore. There was a moment's Wwith her mald to take her & letter
sllence as Bud stood over them —then And then [ met her secretly, back
Ba stepped back and motioned them ' by the garden gate You know they've
got some boles punched In the wall

Dewn the jagged cut they harried. | loopholad during the fight last sum-
awed into & gullty slience by his an mer—and we'd—"
aer, and when bhe let them mount
without & word the rural looked back | broke ln Hooker barshly
eurprised. Even then Bod sald noth-
tng. but the swing of the Texan's gun | for®™
epoke for him, and they rode quickly

Jaw dropped st the sight of Bud

out with his gun

ot of sight

|t the worn plece?

Ownce more Bud locked It over, and
then the rock fell from bis bhasnd It

reals and we become dizzy, sick and
afraid So. too, &l the thought that
some trusted friend has plared w
Calse the mind turns back wpon itsell
and we doubt the stabllity of every-
thing for a moment. Then as we
Had all the trees straight up, the world
intact. and [he hills la their proper
Pplaces. wo cast the treacherous doudls
aide and ligten to the voice of reason.

For one avful mowmen! Hocker saw

il
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nd thes bis mind straghtened itself | But I'm in love, Bud, and that would | blg man. this swashing eaptain of il The treacheries which Bud bad
24 bLe remembered

. —

What more natural, thea, than that
rurales should search bis pockets
ore o Armagon’
silon to PRturs 1 Mouoco to mequire tie | Blooped and picked up the chunk of
eh - . that preciovs, pocket-worn spec
imen that had brought them the first
promise of sucoess—and wiped It on |

Mechanically he placed it beside the |
| other plece which Aragon had gouged |
he edge, and while he gazed at |
be wondered
theilr mine and go to his friend,
let his friend walt and stand
by their treasure-—and bis heart
told him to go to his friend

2o he swung up ou his horee and
followed slowly, ard as soon as it was
he rode secretly
Fortuna and on tll
WAS A MguUAre slone siructure,

SE Y trom

|swered Heoker “The question 18 . .5 of either fighting Captain del Rey |

| assurance gone 1 gave it to Gracia'

| the drunks, and as Bud rode up close |
and stared at it some one hailed him
through the bars
“Hello there, pardner
sewinging down and striding over
to the black window
they had you in here®”
“ answered Phil from the
! ssems like &
Bud, theres a
hores thats got

“how long bave

inner darkness

Where s our friend,

didn't he let me
Seems like evervbods

! got arrested nlg

ecan bet your life on that
been here Bver gince’

‘Marhed because
I'm a Mexican citizen and can pro
\ncomunicado

“Well, I'll get you oat, all right”
leaning closar against
have & rmoke
you of your making®
saapped De lancey
of evervthing
Bud, 1 tell you I've bhad a time
threw me in her

I haven't had a wink of slev;

are you charge

« became low and beseeching
¢ the sguare with

But you know how {t is—when a fel
I've been guing to see

"commentad Hocker, and stood
very quiet while he walted
“Yes, I've been golng to see her”

hurried on Phil. *1 koow | promised,

She'd be Jooking for me when

“Sure, 'l take your word for that”
What are you pinched

want oo De Lancey,
volce quavering at the reproof, “1 was

“You dad-burned greasers'” growled golng to tell you, i you'll listen to me
Jud, returning his pistol with a jab Somebody saw us there and told Ana
to i@ hoister Then he looked at the  gon—bhe shut bher up for & punishment
ore. There were two pleces. one fresh-  and she slipppd me out & note—well |
dug and the other worn, and as he | couldn® stand it—I hired the string
gazed at them the worn plece seemed  bLand and we went down there in a
etrangely famillar, Aragon had been
comparing them—but where had be cad, Maswel del Ray, who has been
' scting llke & jJeajous sss all along,
swooped down oo us with a detach
ment of his rurales and took us all

bhack to give her a serenade  But this

with™ demanded Pud brusguely.
“Drank.” conlessed Fhill, and Bed

S “Well" mnered De Lascey, “TB— | narde Brave and bis mes are mareh | and followed by & rural guare, asd she
she—" - ing to take our town. No, | value the | smote him to the heart with a smile.

“You know your promise!™ reminded Iriendship of the vallant Americans| Mt was not a smile for Phil, goms |
Hed | very highly—so | will lot your friend | astray and wounding by chance; M|
“Yes; 1 know. But—ob, Bud, If you ' go. But first he must promise me ode | was & dastling admiring smile for
knew Bow loyal T've been to you—!f thing—not to trouble the Semor Ara | Pnd alone, and he sat stralghter in his
vou knew what offers I've resisted— gon by making further love to Illiuddl- But Phil uttersd a groan and

the mine stands in my oame jyou daughter!™ | struck his horse with the quim
know * ‘Vary well'” replied Bud  “He has' ‘iihe cut me!™ he moaned
“Well ™ already promised that to me; so come | ~Aw, forget It!” growled Hud, and
Well Aragon came around to me o and let him out”™ ! they rode on their way in silence
iset week and sald if T'd give him a To youT™ repeated Manoel del Rey |
balf interest in 1t he'd—well sover with a faint mmile “Then, perhaps—" ! CHAPTER XVL

mind—It was & greal lemptation But "Perbaps pothlug!™ broke ln Hooker | -
did | fall for 1t Not on your ! | sbhortly. “Come on!™ At thelr eamp by the Eagle Tall
know you Hud, and | know you'ss hoe He led the waw impatiently while | mine. even though they held it etill
est—you'd stay by me to We Isst \ . capegin, bhis saber clanking, strode | And were beirs to half its gold. the
ditch, and I'll do the sam@ By YOu . and rode beside him He was not | (™0 pardners were glam and sorrow-

make & mas forget his promise if e 1oyl police, but be was master, (Urkiven ia A momest of ezaltstion
wasnt true as steel” | nevertheless, of & great distriet, from  ©Am0 dack 10 him now as he hrooded |

“Yes,” commented Hooker dryly. "1 ¢ rquna to the line, with a reputation | A0d "¢ eyed bis friend askance, e If
don’t reckon | can count on you much |« ouiek work in the pursuance of his | wonderisg what be would do nest.
from pow on  Here, take & look at | /v oy well as in the primrose ways He recalled all the circumstances of
this and see what you make of IL™ He . .0 thelr quest —the meeting with Kruger,
drew the plece of ome that he had In the insurrections and raldings of | Fhil's insistence on the advesturs, the
taken from Aragon from bhis pockel previous sammer he had given the oath of loyalty which they had sworn ,
and held It up in the moonlight “Well oup de grace with his revoiver mi“d thes the gradual breaking deown
feel of 1, then.” he said  “Shucks, you o "o embryo bandit, and ta | Of thelr brotherly devotion uatll sow
ought to know that plece of rock, Phil his love affairs he had shown that be they were strangers sl heart

it's the Aret one we lound In our could be equally summar | Phil sat by himsell. keeping his
mine!™ The elegant Fells lnna. whe foe .l thoughts to bimeelf, and be stood aloof

"No!'” exclaimed De Lancey, start | had Ungered mest the chamming | while he walted Tor the worst o hap-

ing back, “why -where'd you get 11* pen
* m inal ) imae

‘Never mind where | got IU!" am ,:;rn’: s “; M]L::’bﬂ:d“‘m tb‘: ::] From the first day of their under

) taking Hooker had felt ihat It was un-

What did you do with 1t* = 11 | lucky, and pow be knew that the end

“Well, | might as well come through _! returning (o his pa ts sl & | was coming His friend was lost o

nan concluded to beat & retreat T

with {t." confessed ["hil the last of his . like oftense Philip coy | Bim, lost alike to & setse of loyaity
[ | [T ] De Lan had -

RS 5 ly thrown Ioto and bonor, he gloomed by himeell and

And | took it awmay from Aragon.™ | thought ouly of Gracia Aragoo.
jafl, and pow the capitan turned Lis The cath which Phil himself had

continued Bud, “while he was digging 2
| potne more chenks ou! of our mine, So :::ﬁ‘:ﬂ:“ :twl’au;stzt:; Whagn: Jiad foreed upon PBud was brokesa and for
that is your ides of being true as steel, s N y P . " | gotten; but Hud, by & sterner standard,
is It* You've done noble by me aod Excuse me, sebor,” he sald, after & | ..\ o 000 keep his part One thing
Kruger haven't vou* Yea, you've been brief silance, “butl your words left me | alone could make him break 11—bis

; 1 don't think'" o doubt whether to regard you as L3 w H K The Kngle
“Well. don't throw me down, Hud'™ m_'_"':f‘ "'.‘ ”"'I' ded DBod. wh | ;:l'}dmu-l ;:r:dd In I:'ult_ and half
pleaded Phil Thers s some mistake hat s e i of It was Kruger's

| sormewhera Her father must have knowledge of Spaniel did not ex “Muil” he sald at iast, when hie

to the elegancies

| 3 mind was weary of the ceasaless grind
“You sald” explalned the CAPIMR| .\ ghi, "1 believe that miseral

1] ¥ 4 0 . i

| politely that your friend bad piom agent is holding dack our 1

ised you he would not trouble the Indy Belleve ald Aragon has d him &

ther  [hes Lhatl mean Lhal you are hundivd or 60 and IBEY'Te M : L

nisrvsted in her yoursel!, or meraly to rob us  Hut I tell you what I'll

'hatl you percelve the hopelesaness of 8o you give me s power of sit ;

Lis sult and wish to protect hAim from ; a
A grvater ovil that may well befall o recuive thaet DADeTS T0F Jou,
- I go in and talk Duich to the whole
him* For look you, senor. the girl s 181 °
oy
=T ) o0 t n
m _..- and no mAn cat me belwea Whit 86 You wenl 16 de for ™
a8 " hat 4
Aemanded e  lancey guerulowus!y
Hub'* snorted Hud, who caught b
Why cant vyou wall a while Thoes
the last all right Then he langhed ".“‘t“ll“ = aad
‘(_‘_.‘ . 4 [ l-\".f, - ] |'Q"Fy b s L AV o mm
B e talkies st - | Hermosilio and all over the CRty of
dog™t ll"“;.“‘:.;lmhr. -.A!; ing & .. Mexico and back. sad 't akes U
r i t -
= mi‘m y ¢ o RNy e, What do jou want to make trocble
all right g
- 'l | l . oL
Muy blen ~” responded [wl Kry care Well ' tell you PRIL" ane o

g untic gtk i h
iasly And. domouring l 150 Il 30 g omenly' ~Tvw gt & bunch 1 we
a L4 Uawm 3 & Ll “ .
for his ::M lo come out doa’t grab them papers soos we wea
’ - . et T Sese rebed
*Muckad gracias, senor caplian ™ sa e Al A .'m L » AFe
luted Bud. as the door clanged 10 bo | & whing closer all the Hme. and Are
ute L h A oyt 1 14 i i ; din N o
hind bis pardoer Hut FLi still bristied | » = " :“:” ;“ "I" hl ‘“: o g ‘“
with anger and deflanc~e and the cap ::; '“':"‘w_":'h;_‘_ - betore
q 4 =
:;.. l;ml:m:qu...'u. there would be 8o "Whats 1he WaAthr With e
.? '- B ne. fopited, Sowtea n and talking W the agent™ suggest-
it nothing lied, Wowin . -
od 'l Then aa he saw Lis pard
politely, and something In the way he i e R . 11 had bt
sald 11 made e Lancey chboke with h !
rage Hut thers by the carcel door Y
wis nol the place for pleking guarteia

w donl trus! me anyY more &0
you, Med* he sald

They went o the botel, where (Mg “well it a that o much.” evaded
“What Are You Pinched For™ Juas, all apologies for his apparent | . o " . | sure dom1 trest that
t i v u o ',
. .e‘«q.t .'!.;(‘t. L !‘lr» wd‘ n ; W Marcsl del Hey The first Ume roa
und it tuken It Away I'd stake ground that De .I‘hl:-" Lad beea v-f £o loto Wown Be's golng o pinch you
v tfe t that Gracia would never ine feado- placated them as bestl a1 Blow
LetPRY me he cogld and burried o o the pews 'm & £ 0o g0 in all the same "
' v S » q fy gracioan 1 "wl . he cr . T \ .
Wall, think it over for & while My graci an. Lwoa Felipe e crind feciared Do Lancey. “and If the litthe
iggested Hud, edging his words with ' you dont kpow how sorry | was Lo sgairt Irles o stop fue
SArCASID I'm going up to the hotel!™ | se= ol 0 Jal but the captaise or Aw Pl sutreated Had "De rea
No, come back!” cried De Lancey,  ders were LBaAl no one sb I‘ ¢ §O DeAr sonable cant y¢* You got ne call te
lamoring at the bara “Coame om | You- and Mealco Sy the M up agaioet that ltile feller. He'w a
sk, Pud Here!" he sald, thrust. | Maies ..' “ h?“' I'_'l"f'. ':"‘ WO AFE had actor | can see thal and | belleve
ug his hand out through the heavy | placed againsl & watl and 6908 he'd kil you if Be got the chanca Dut
rons 11 give you my word for it Put have _ru'..h[‘,eud the news from wait a Mitle while marbe be'll get
3 b H % ok B -
1 won't see hier again until we get | dOwn below’ AD, what “'”:"l ® LUmes | ok of i 1De fAghts this summer!
wur utfe! Wil that satisfy you? Then they are having there—ranches ralded No, he's too cursed mean for that!'™
has nert fomen #to)d - d for r v
Kive me your hand, pandner—Ii'm sorry | Women stolen rich men beld for ran. | i red De lancey. dut he peemed
| did you wrong' som! Yes ILls worse than ever’ Ak |, . L. come comfort In the thought.
Tt alnt me " replied Hooker sober- | Teady | am recniving clegrams o pre As for Pud, he loafed around for a
as he took the tr ng hand, “it's | pare rooms for the "'_""N. sad e while, cleaning ©p camp making
Kruger. But if you'll keep rour word, | people are coming in crowds smoke for the abeent Yagqul and look-

mayhe we can win out vet. I'm “Our friend, the Senor Luna, '_'hd ing over the deserted mine bul same
find the comisario bls son Fells have beon taken by Her |, 00 1) the changed atmospbers made
interview with that smillng | Bardo Hrave' Ouly by an enormous | oo ogtless and cneasy

edividual and the case of Phil De | Mansom was ke able 1o save his wife TO BE CONTINUED )

Lances was lald bare. He had been &0d daughters, and his friends must

engaged In & desperate rivalry with | BOW jay for him SHOULD COPY NATURE'S WAY

Manuel del Rey for the hand of Gma “At the raoch of the rich Spaniard )
cis Aragon. and bis preseat incarcers- | Alvares, there has been & great battle Muman Planners of Reform Would De
tion was not only for singing ragtime | 1o which the red flaggers were defeat- | Well to Maks Note of Mer

beneath the Aragon windows, but for od with iosses. Now Hernardo Hravo Methoda
trying to whip the captain of the ru- | swears be will aveage his mes. and | s
rales when ibe Iatter (ried to place | Alvares has armed bis Yaqu! work | divergence belween man » ware
him under arrest men. | natures w becomes am
And [ Lancey was the prisoner pot | ~He s & brave man, this Colonel | m ”t.. WM‘”M the mass at’::
of the comisario, but of the captatn of | Alvares, and his Yaquia are all war | o 0 L0g lums which are sagerly
the rurales. Sore at beart. Bud rode | rlors from the billa; but Bernardo has | ..oy tor the educstion and the mor
up through the Mexican quarters to | Eathered all the Insurrectos In the | 'Ly o) vgical welfare of oer youth,
the cuartel of the rurales, but the cap | COURITY together—Campos, Rojes. the | . Lony (he Brooklys Eagle Oune
taln was Inezorable | brothers Escaboma—and they may ..o yasts trade training one group
“No, senor,” he sald, waving an elo- ©Orush him with thelr cumbers. Hat “sex Aygiene” taught in the schoola,
quent Snger before bis nose, ~| cannot | DOW thers s other mews—that they | oo Ll LT an re
release your friend. No, senor'™ are marching upos Fortuna and Bl |, o0, ipeiatng thers  SUIl snother
‘Hut what is be charged with™ pep | TIET™® 10 seize the mines and Im‘|“|h us that marTiage s bescoming
sisted Bud, “and when is his trial? &nd bold the Fich Americas companien | .0 g more dificil, while vice
You can't keep him shut up withoat s | UP for ransom | and dlseases which spring from Mt are
trial | “No, senored, YoOu must pot return | Incresalng At & rate which threatens
At this the captals of the rum-:to your camp. Hemaln here. and you | o Lo mon or perhaps the decay
lifted his eyebrows and ome closely | *ball still have your room, though | .o 0y now domisant races and replae
wazed mustachio and smiled mysters | Spanish gentiemen sleep on the Soors, | |0 1hem by stock Bearer to (he sofl
cusly i"ﬂ.ﬂh‘ M_m“!”! l'ﬁ-pn‘h‘. eanily molded by our pree
“Y como no™ be inquired -And Show you dow highly | villue youwt | L. L el
wty not! Is be sot a Mexican cigs | friendship! Ounly because we casnol | 0, gecouragiog thing about
| sem ™ disobey the rurales &id | sufer you o this Is that very few of these snthush

2

| “Well perhape Be is'” thundered |l in Jall: but now you ahall be m7 | Ly, reatize that they all have hoid of
“Yes, and what are you charged | pod suddenly rising to his full height, A F9esl you shall— corners of the same problem, and

| “But | am pet! lunml “Nope,” answered Bad. “we're saler | .y iy no sign of cooperstion. oo
senor capitan, and thers are other | OUt 81 the mine " ordination of roberence among Usem
Americans! 1t you bold my Triesd | He glanced st De Lancey, in whose | That is the reverse of nature's way
without & trial | will come and tear | mind rosy vigions were beginolng o | ghe s synthetic, while the most that
mwm—mmﬂmm‘-ﬂmmumw—m- altrulstic bumas planners seem able
not stop me, g sigh to 40 s 0 separats processss which
“Ab!" obesrved the dandy !tthe cap- | “Make It & bed for the nighL™ be | nature has grouped asalyse them asd.
taln, shrugging bis mustachio once | el “T've got to get out of this 1own | when any growtih proves sichly or too
more asd blinking, asd while Hooker | bafore I tangle with Del Ray again and | jush. to trest its

raged back and forth be looked him | 8nd myeelf back in jail And now lead | without tracing the root

over appraisingly. -un-—mmr-nm-" g
'!h---l!'hmlhﬂ.‘h“'-" .

ing » quieting hand “These are perfl | They retired sarly and got sp sarly | “] bavent seen

ous times, senor, in which all the 4o  —for Bud was haunted by fears But | collage. Did she

fenders of Fortuna should stand to | 88 they passed through Old Fortusa | good posttion ™

gether. | do ot wish to Bave o @ | he worst happenad 1o Mm—(hey mot | conded in

farense with (he ARericass vhen Bur | Grosle, mousied es ¢ prassing hevee =i pesitien.

———— . ——

WAS MISERABLE
COULDN'T STAND

Testifies She Was Restored
to Health by Lydia E.
Pinkham's Vegetable
Compound.

Lackawanna, N Y. - " After my first

child was born [ felt very
- could not stand on

try Lydia E. Pink-

that weak, tired
feeling. That was
six years ago and |
have had three fine
bealthy children since. For fomale trou-
bies | always take Lydia E Pinkham’s
Vegetable Compound and it works like
acharm. ldoallmyownwork "'~ Mra
A. F. KrEaMER, 1574 Electric Avenue,
Lackawanoa, N. Y.

The suocess of Lydia E. Pinkham’s
Vegetable Compound, made from reots
and berbs, is unparaileled. It may be
used with perfect confidence by womer
who suffer from displacements, inflam-
mation, ulcerstion tamars, irregularities,
periadic pans, hackache, bearing down
feeling, Aatulency, indigestion dizziness,
of nervous prostration.  Lydia E Piak-
ham's Vege.able Compound | the stan-
dard remedy for female (lia

Women who suffer from those dis-
tressing ills peculiat to their sex should
be convinead of the ability of Lydia K.
Pinkham's Vegetable Compound to re-
store their bealth by the many prnuire
and truthfo!l testimonials we are cone
stantly publishing in the newspapers

If you want special adviee writs to
Lydia K. Piskham Nedicine Ca. (epull-
dential) Lyun, Nasw, Yoar letter will

epened, read and answered by &
woman and beld (n sirict confidence.
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